Heparin--not only thinning the blood.
In this issue of Blood, An et al(1) report that thrombotic disorders such as factor V Leiden are often treated with drugs like low molecular weight heparin (LMWH) to prevent placental failure and recurrent pregnancy loss. To date, the involvement of thrombotic mechanisms in this process is highly debated. An et al(1) have identified a new mechanism by which LMWH improves pregnancy outcome in a murine model of factor V Leiden that is unrelated to its anticoagulation capabilities.